
DEPARTMENT OF COMMERCE 
BUREAU OF FISHERIES 

Ssaaon of 1927. 

Seattle, Wwhingt on, 
Dueember 5, 1921. 

The C d e s i o n e r  of fiaherie8, 
Washington, D. 0 .  

S i r :  

I have the honor of admitt ing herewith a report of Bureau 
fishery activit ies i n  Southeast Alaslor Dietrlct during the s ~ a s o n  of 1927. 
This report includes a gene- rmmmary of aCtidtb38 relative t o  enforce- 
ment of fishery laws and regulations, salmon patrol, policing of areas closed 
t o  colmperchl fishing, tagging of salmon f o r  scientific purpcmea, collection 
of s ta t i s t ics  pertaining t o  salmon, halibut and other varieties including 
shell fi8h; 
of Fisheries. 

together w i t h  other activfties a8 designated by the Gomissioner 

AB in prerioas ysarr, it was neceassry for me t o  proceed with the 

Before my departure for  Br is to l  Bay, the 
flshing f leet  in the early spring t o  Bristol Bay, where I remained throagbout 
the compemial fishilng setmon. 
Intended operatione in Southeaetern llaska were outlined and a t r i p  wm madb 
from Seattle, Xarch 9 ,  t o  various points i n  Southeast lusska Mstr ic t  for the 
purpose of imitructing the wardens an t o  the work anticipated, 80 e~zl t o  avoid 
any pooaible conflict o r  overlapping of activit ies and t o  make certain thst 
the entire operations were being properly coordinated. I r e t m e d  t o  Seattle 
k c h  25 and completed arrangemente for intended operatfons in  other districts 
in Alaska, 
Alaska Portland Packers' f leet ,  from Portland t o  Bristol Bay. 
of my observations in Bris to l  Bay has been mailed t o  Washington and a general 
report pertaining t o  the operations in that area baa been submitted by Warden, 
A. J. Spomela. 

a f t e r  which date I proceeded on the steamer Worth ?Line of the 
A special report 

e 

On completion of the work in B r f s t o l  3ky, I proceded t o  J.cmeaxa via  
Ilianma Lake and Sernsrd, arriving at Juneau September 3, t o  asstmte direct 
supervirion ef the Burw~u actiatfes in  that dfstrict for the remainder of the 
season. 

h r h g  the writert# 8brenc0, Aaefstant Agent, I.J.OtConnor waa in 
direct c b g e  of operattons, with headquarters at Junosu,Alasks, under the 
peraonaS, crrrpervirion of the Conaniasioner of Fiaheries, who remained i n  the 
vicinity of Juneau the greater portion of the oea80n3+ 



********** 
The Bur- patrol boat rBrant" was detailed to seal patrol f o r  the 

season and reported at Si tka  April 13. 
charge of patrol until the arrival of Assistant Agent, M.J,OVonnor, on 
May 13, a f t e r  which date Mr.O'Connor supervised the patrol ac t iv i t ies .  

a t o t a l  catch of  494 seals, Le, 

Captain Earre Lo Hunter assumed 

The first seal taken w a s  on April 8 and the season ended May 16, w i t h  

right boats were engaged'in sealing, 
than ever before, according t o  the native sealere. 
small number of seal8 taken was due t o  the small price of Ten Dollars obtain- 
able f o r  the skins. 
report for  a detailed aumma~y of  the fur seal  actfvities). 

Seals were more ~ m m e r o u s  this aeason 
The reason for the 

(Please refer t o  A88iStant Agent, M.J.O'Connor*s annual 

FISH$RIES PATROL 

********** 
S i x  Bureau b a t e  and five chartered launches, suitable for cruising 

these waters, were engaged in  patrol and investigation throughout Southeast 
Illash, as follows: 

U.S.F.S. '8raat Commissioner, Henry  O%alley, in Cbarge 
Circulating the entire district d u r a  the early 
season and Agent, Dennis Winn, in Charge, during 
the l a t e  season. 

U.S.F.S WiBneon beat.&ent, Y.J.O'Oonnor, in Charge 
Assigned to Jtmeau District and viclnity Horth 
during the entire season. 

U.S,FeS, B et Warden, Franh W Hynes, i n  chsrge. 
Assigned to  the Wrangell District during the 
entire season. 

U.S.F.S, h r m  Waden, B.E.Bardcastle i n  Charge. 
Patrolled throughout the Ketchiscsn D i s t r i c t  the 
entire season. 

U.S.F.S. Petrel Waden, Fred 0. Morton i n  Charge. 
&signed t o  the Ketchilpan Di8trlct &ring the late 
season only, t o  assist in patrollillg the waters of 
that dis t  rfct. 



I o [ ~ X E s  PATRm 
(Cont imed) 

..................... 

Chartered Boats 

"I 

Jobn &Leu&lin,in Charge. 
c. 

L -  x4ZaEEE 
Cirdatsd emtire district  on patrol  of herring 

- d L  

I' 
fisheries, fram July 1 to  September 14, 

J. P. M i x ,  in charge. 
Assigned to  the Sitka District on s h n  patrol, 
cormmencing July 6 and campleting the work hgmt 22. 

4 

1 
i / i t  

sdz!a 

PBEISMT A. A. Kiefer, in Charge. -1 

Patrolled. Central D i s t r i c t  and vfciaity fmm 
July 5 to  Angust 6. 

Qoorge M.Stanley,tn Char@. 
Assigned t o  salmon patrol and collection of 
salman statist ics i n  Ketchikan District from 
July 1 to  Septmber 9. 

d!E??A 

lrsrban, Fred Q.Yarton, ' %" - * -  ? 
Cirealated entire district  in connection with 
salmon tagging operations, Colmnenced June 15 

umz 
and completed the mrk August 12. r Cd,'Y-- I"& 

.**+***+** 
bring to necesoarg repairs and delay i n  the inutallation 

of the nuu engine, the departure of the Vetrel" from Seattle ma 
delayed until September 11, at which tixm she proceeddl t o  Ketch-, 
arrfvfng there pptmber 20, when she m a  lr5aediatelg detailed on 
stream survey -der the direction of Warden Morton, 

The Qittirrake* acitsr ccmpleting activities 5x1 the Cook 
Inlet District proceeded t o  the Southestetern District *ere &e waa 
detailed to  aesist i n  the stream sorPeJr along the W e s t  Coast of 
Prince of Wales Islard. After completing this wofk, she prooeedd 
t o  Seattle fo r  needed oterhanliag and repairs. 
ordered to  Seattle for repairs after the stream survey had beem 
complet ed. 

The M e a  was also 

The ?almbi*, wMch WUI used prirarrilp i n  tagging MTmon 
for scientific  purpose^, under the direction of Waden Xorton, also 
anristd i n  patrol duty when not en@t@ in tagging. 



STEmDtutYxms *********** 

The general plan of aftsigning watchnen t o  closed areas, streame,etc. 
m carried on in  accordance with previoua practices and waa effective emd 
efficient t o  the ertent of  our financial poesibilities, which Uetermfned 
the number of guards t o  be s ta t ione l .  Seventy-ei&t etreaan guards who 
furnished their own boat, camp eqnipaent and smpliee,  were assigned t o  
the most important distfictai  thirty-seven of these guards furnished their 
own launches which were fitted with comfortable l iving quarters. These men 
were essigned t o  guard larger 'bbdiee of water and received a slight 
additional wage over the ordinary atream guard f o r  use of their  launch, the 
Bureau furnishing the neceasary gasoline aud oil for official travel. 

l?e&pa&guarda with ordinary camping eqaipnent and row boat, manp 
equipped with small outboard motor, were assigned t o  d l e r  area8 and 
indiv.ldUer3 important salmon stream.. With the exception of Ydmtat, 
all guards were removed within the period from August 15 to  Sognst 30; 
nineteen were continued throu& the late run and their services terminated 
early i n  October, except in Etetchikan Creek where conditions necessitated 
a watchman until  October 15. 
to duties of special warden srad placed aboard the four chartered cnziiring 
launches . 

Four of these stream guards were m8ieped 

ZBeh Bur- bost ad chartered cruising launch was  assigned a 
designated cruising radius and it was the dnty of each boat t o  keep 
circulating and v i s i t  the variow guard8 within his particular cnaislng 
area as often a8 poasible and give special attention t o  their wants and 
complaint B of violat ions. 

!&ere follows a complete l ist  of stream guards sagizged a8 above, 
together with their respective locatione: 

asme peat ion 

Hardy Trefrger Stream G a d  ("bry Bay -tat District 
* ) ~ b t a t  ~ a 9  

F.C. &egg 
Joe Snow 

Ben Bullard 
George M.Sbpkine 
Peder A. Andereon 
C. A. Bsrans 
Th6m?rs bodson 
Andrew Mitchell 
John 8.  Brown 
Martin Madsen 
John Campbell 
Jamea Russell 
W .R.Singleton 
Phillip Gallagher 

-ySkatst Bay 
W I 

B~~ brthern Distdc t 

8 Boktaheen a d  L i s i a m l s i  Inlet 
Jhk Bay 

Oame Creek 
Excursion Inlet 
-Bay * Port Rederick, lbccursion Inlet 

* Cbilkat 
Chillcoot 

* Glacier Bay 
Idaho Inlet 

* and Tpakrmis Ban 



Jamee Mahoney 

E. S . Sokoloff 
James Brightman 
Julius Jaeger 
Barry Peehan 
C ,  3'. Anderson 
Herbert Lee 
J o b  Blankedmrg 
Andrem Dalgard  
John Belson 
Henry Lutro 
Frank Bach 
cbss. Anderson 
W i l l i s m  Scott 
W i l l i a m  N. Dean 
W e  A. "t 
Walter J Lamon 
Oordon Idaagey 
Franls Laughlia 
J .A.Kelley 
George Fabriciousl 
George Card 
Harry swift 
s. M. Wyatt 
Charles ITelron 
Mat t Pel1 enin 
John Mantle 
F.A.Qooper 
fiaFty 
Frank Reed 
Clarence hagdon 
Samuel Ingram 
E.J.Eansen 

HoE0Parker 
Jemss Boss 
P a l  Jordan 
h e .  Rudin 
W i l l  Marsha 
fucbsrd N W k O l l 6  
James Virdin 
Jobn Richardson 
m a .  EtyRn 
M 9 J *LOvOTd 
Wm. J. Morgan 
Roy mll 
C . E o L i a o n  
C .C .Keeslillg 
F.11.Cloadg 

FoPoCOOk 

A.FoP.OWley 

* 
* 
* 
* * 
* 

* 
* 
* 
* 
* 

* * 
* 
* 
* 
* 
* 
* 
* 
* 

* 
* 
8 

* 
Ib 
* 

EvsLakeJ Xorthern D I s M  c t  
Sitkoh Bay 
Freshwater Bay 
Redoubt Bay 
Basket Bay 
Kootznahoo Inlet 
Slocum Am 
Tenakee Inlet 
Kelp Bay 
chailc Bay 
North Ann,HOOd Bay* 
Pybus and Gambier Bays 
Limestone Inlet 
Tebenkof Bay 
seai- Bay 
Red Fish Bay 
P i l l a r  Bay 
Anan Creek Weir Central District 

-0- 
ltah Sheets Bay 
Boxm Place 
S a m  COW 
&ita Bay 
Stikine Blver 
Stikine River 
Earrie Creek 
Beet Coast, Prince of l!dee. 
Stainer Creek 
- = Y  
Olive Cove 
Moira Sound Southern District 
Moira Sonnd, X 0 . h  
Chomley S o d  
Hollis & Hami8 Birers 
skowl Arm 
-a Bay 
Thorne & Tolstoi Bays 
Prince of wales Island 

Bay 
Traitors Coos 
-Bay 
Smeaton Bar 
RUdYed BaY 
Sockeye Creek 
Very Inlet 
Fillmore Inlet 
George Inlet 
f i tha and Keeta &rys 

H H w 
I( a U 



F. Perry 
Ira West 

Gifford Close 
J. Conkle 
George Vig 

C o  J o  Smell 

Ketchikan Creek 
* Hetta and E& Bays 
* TrocaderaBay 
* Prince of Wales, West Coast * I H H n 

fl n W H 

.? 

Bote: * Indicates the watchmen who f'urnished their  prlvate 
launches, provided with suitable living quarters. 

V I O L A ' f I ' O N S  ************** 

Throughout the season there were 24 violations i n  this dis t r ic t ,  
to  which 22 pleaded guilty and paid fines. 
troll ing boats, 
boats, trap and gear were released by the Department of Justice. Launch 
"Id and Y" was seized f o r  fishing in  Hetta Inlet  and i s  being held by the 
U n i t e d  States Marshall's Office, pending the Ketch- term of court, 
which convenes i n  Jan~ary. hunch %vette h i e a  has been ord8r9d 
seized by the United States Attorney f o r  maintaining a herring pound i n  
a closed a r a  and dnring a closed season, namely: Red Fiah Bay. 

The l a t t e r  comprised 15 
Upon pagmeat of fines dl 3 seine boats and 2 traps. 

Xote: Details of the individual =see m y  be noted i n  
Assistant Agent OVonnor'u annual report. 

The nu.uiber of trap licenses isaued throu&mut the season in Ala& 
totalled SJb, compared w i t h  669 last year, indicating an increase of  24 per- 
cent- 
trap8 in 1926, representing an increase of n# i i ly  24 percent. 

Traps opergtsd totalled 790 the current year as compared w i t h  639 

The increase of trap operation was principally in Southeast Alaska, 
where corresponding figures show 481 traps operated in  1926 against 599 
trapa Qyiag the currant year, or an increase of l l b  traps and an increase 
over 1925 of 193 traps, rqmmmting an increase over that year of 47* perceat. 
All of the trap6 installed were floaters. 
were secured would have been placed had the season shown mre encouraging 

Many more traps for which licenses 

posaibili ties. 



The season began w i t h  but a f m m i n o r  changes in  regalat ions from 
the preceding year. 
was directing act ivi t ies  i n  person, was convinced without doubt that a serious 
shortage was due througbut the Southern portion of the district, he f e l t  the 
necessity, i n  the interests of consewakion and future of the indnstry, t o  
place further restrictions on certain closures and ahorten the season. 

As the sea8011 advanced and w h e n  the Cadsotoner, who 

A,ugwt 13, acting on the Cornmf~eionsr~a recommendation, the Acting 
Secretaxy of Comnerce promulgated a surppl'emsntary regulation amending 
regulation Bo.4, thereby prohibiting all conxuercial salmn fishing i n  tbe 
Southern Ms t r i c t ,  except by t r o l l i n g  in the period from s i x  olclock post- 
meridian kflgaet 13 t o  six otc1oc.k postmeridian Serptsmber 14, and for the 
rekinder  of the calendar year a f t e r  six o1clock postmeridian October 15,1927. 

b\ls t o  conditions on the West Coast of Prince of W a l e s  Mstr ic t  and 
the discouraging outlook, a supplementary regulation was pramnlgated by the 
Acting Secretary of Comerce prohibiting camercisl fishing for salmon, except 
by t ro l l i ng ,  i n  the period from six olclock ~>ostmeridian August g to six o1clock 
postmeridian September 14 and for the remsinder of the calendar year after 
six o'clock postmeridian October 15,1927. 

CondiCionr were carefully noted and a close check kept on all incoming 
possibi l i t ies  and stream e~capment8. 
and no reasonable vol.\rme of fish was noted; tberefore, on recommenbtion from 
the Commissioner, a supplementary regulation was promulgated by the Acting 
Secretary of Comrce August 27, closing the Prince of Wales Island District 
and the Southern District to  all commrcial salmon fishing except by t rol l ing,  
a f te r  s ix  olclock postmeridian September 14 for the reansinder of  the calendar 
year. 

The discouraging outlook continued 

Ae there w a s  a very d l  escapement .ap t o  that time an& the future 
possibil i t i te appeared meager, it w a s  f e l t  tbat the only hepe was t o  close 
f o r  all commercial fishing, axcept troll ing,  and permit the entire l a t e  lllp 
t o  pass into the streams mmlested aa all streams w i t h  very few exceptions 
were comparatively barren of spawning salmn* The wisdom of this  plan was 
apparent later when the stream were examined. 
area8 were then noted and a fair escapement in to  others. 
spawning 8)retwBa showed spotted escapements and many of the streams were 
ap8rsely seeded. 

Good escapements into sone 
The final check of 

BO change was felt  necessary i n  the Icy S t r a i t  - Cross Sound and 
Central Matricts and the stream examinations ahowed, as a whole, good escdpe- 
mente, especially in the  Northern portion; although spotted i n  certain localitieea 

An additional supplementary regulation was promulgated by the Acting 

inches 

The object of t h i a  

Secretary of Comerue Oc3ober 6, amending herring fishery regulations N0.2 t o  
permit canmoercial fishing f o r  herring wfth g i l l  nets not less than 
stretched m e m e  between knots from October 6 
dates ,inclusive, i n  waters otherwise open t o  fishing. 
regulation was t o  permit operators i n  Southeast Alaska t o  obtain herring by gill- 
netting for kippering purposes. 

through bgcmber 31,1927, both 



The tagging of ealmn was conducted as i n  former yearn. The object 
this year was t o  fill i n  information from districts not obtained in  previous 
tagging, In order t o  cover the entire Southeastern area. The tagging plans, 
as outlined, could not be completd due t o  the scarcity of fish and the 
conseqwnt short  comnercial season throughout the southern port ion of the 
district .  
locali t  ies . 'Fagging operations this sea8on were conducted at the following 

5 lpiles South of Paxker Point, 
Houri- Point 
Carroll Island 
Marble Bluffs  
5 Miles Xorth of  Pax?ser Point 
Inian Island 
Pleasant Island 
Cape Beadel 
Point Hobart 
Point Colpoyr 
ball Head 
blelson Cove, , 
LLk?&.- 4 LkA.. 

Ths total  m b e r  of salmon tagged 

in Chatham Straits  
Frederick Sound 

chathem Strsita 

Cross s o d  
Icy Strai ts  
Frederick Somd 
Stevens Passage 
-l' Strait  
Oravina Islaad 
Oravina faland , 
5 4 .-.*-+-- - Jcut 

was 4,668, consisting of 

H I 

n n 

747 Red Salmn 
2795 Pink Salmn 
gol Chum 
208 Cohoes 
17 Kings 

The t o t a l  returns from the above t o  date are 1,424 h g o ,  or abont 
3% per cmt. 
1925 series and 1 British Columbia tag. 
t o  be added t o  the return tot& on account of l a t e  transmittals. 
P.C).Morton was in charge of this mfk. 

This t o t a l  represents 19 tags of 1926 B ~ F ~ o u ,  3 tags of 
A fan more tags are expected 

Warden, 

!l!ROU TAGGING 
+****+*a*** 

In addition to  the salmon tagging which was accomplished from 
trap, a special boat w i t h  a pmfeasional t r o l l e r  aboard was detailed t o  
tag salmon caught by troll ing and during the sogum 480 salmon were tagged, 
comprising 382 Kings and 98 Cohoss. 

!Che return8 reparted t o  date from t r o l l  tagging are 3g two 
O f  these 22 tags rere taken from f ish entering the Columbia River and 
were invariably tagged at Biorka Island, West of Baranof Islando 

Mr.Eugo Fredcriclssan, w h o  perf'onned the t r o l l  tagging operations, 
mdra the following cements: 



The xmufber of boats fishing t h i s  season has perhaps been 10 per cent 
greater than last year. 
year o r  so perhaps most of the boats w i l l  be carrying two or mrc men each. 
With a steady increase of the t ro l l ing  f l ee t ,  fishing is steadily beconzlng more 
difficult  and i n  order t o  get the f i s h  the fishermen have t o  work from day- 
break t o  dark. This method of f ishing, is of course too mch for  one man 
and as the f ish do not b i t e  on any certain stage of the t i de  o r  at any given 
time o f  the day the only alternative, i n  order t o  be sure of a share of the 
f ish,  i s  t o  double up on the boats. 

Many of the boat8 have carried two men and i n  another 

The amount of gear used by the  boats i s  about the same a8 last year, 
With but the fishemen have been fishing much aeaper than  i n  former years. 

the exception of Biorka Island a d  St.Lazaria Island, the salmon seem t o  have 
been standing very much deeper than usual f o r  the s\urmBr season. 

The practice of  fishing with herring for bai t  i s  now almost  universal 
and ma;p i n  another season or two become altogether l o .  
considerable amount of herring as not more than 5 6  are  of the right size for 
t ro l l ing  bait. 
boat as a moderate estimate and perhaps a greater amount of herring wasted on 
account of s i ze  o r  condition, sone idea may be had a8 t o  the requiremeots of a 
nine months t rol l ing season. Of course, 
taking time off fo r  repairs and painting, etc. the average t ro l l e r  may be 
assumed t o  f i sh  nine months during the  year. 

This w i l l  require a 

Given perbaps a thousand boats, all using five gallon8 per 

many of the boats f i s h  all winter but 

Amount of scrap fish, such as sea-bass, codfish, lingcod, red snapper an3 
dogfish seems t o  be getting less numerous o r  troublesome each season, so bait 
fishing on that account is getting more practicable. This season the sharks 
have been very scarce and only the sea l ions have materially troubled the fishemen. 

Sunday closing period i s  obeyed almost t o  the l e t t e r ,  although sons boats 
may l ag  a few minutes on Saturday evening or be a few minutes previous on 
Monday morning, but this w i l l  eventually be righted as the fishemen are  becoming 
m r e  accustomed t o  the enfomsmscllta of the regalatione. 

On the different t r i p s  I bave made d a m  to Cape Omnany, I have a l w a y s  
found a fair mount of herring but the seiners complained of t he i r  inabili ty t o  
hold the f ish,  as they claim at the commencement of pursing up the seine the 
herring nearly always sounded, thue making the i r  escapement under the  lead l i ne  
before the seine could be effectively closed. 

In the S i t h  section, the herring spawned i n  very great number6 and 
comparatively early. In March all the  bays were f u l l  of spawning herring. The 
bait fishermen impounded more herring than they could dispose o f ,  l e t t i ng  some 
of them escape when they moved the i r  gear t o  the Chatham S t r a i t  f i sh ing  groUndS. 
While the bays had an unusual run of spring herring, they seemed t o  have dis -  
appeared i n  some way, as during the entire season not one school of  f u l l  grown 
herring have been seen i n  Sitka Soand o r  vicinity. Only for  a short period, 
the first part of A u g u s t ,  were some d l  herring observed around Biorka Island. 

The needle f i s h  have been very plentiful  all season. As early as the 
opening of the halibut 8888011 they had made the i r  appearance i n  great numbers 
around Vitsbri Bocks and Cape Edgecombe. 
comparatively early and sustained ran of K i n g  salmon i n  the whole S i t k a  sec t ion ,  

This is perhaps the reason fo r  the 



-a- > **********+********** 

w i t h  the excerption of Crawfish Inlet which like last y&r had no ntn of 
f ish w h a t  ever. 

/i f !- daAB CREEK BEIB 
***I******* &+ 

The counting weir in Anan Creek,Was again establfsbed and 
operated during the currant season. The species inhabiting thi8 stream 
a r e  prkmrily humpbacks of which -@I$$@ were counted through during the 
season, which is 63 per cent less than last year when li?l,7gO humpbacks 
represented the seasons escapement. In addition there were 132 reds, 
69 kings, 2002 cohoes, 280 chtnas and 685 steelhead trout counted 
through the weir during the same perid.  

%e weir we& established and began fishing May 30, and f r o m  that 
date t o  J'e 22, steelhead trout only passed into the stream. 
the first pink salmon made their  appearance o r  about ten days 1rd;er than 
the previous year. 
unt i l  July 7, on which date gSS pink salmn were counted thr-; 
short  decline for a few days and again m increase t o  -11 numbers. 
run continued a n d l  bat steadily increased, reaching i t a  peak July 29 w h e n  
1@jg scllmon passed the weir. This wa.8 the greatest number recorded 
escaping through any one day during the seaeon. 
shored a decline t o  September 24 when all fish ceased nmning and ths weir 
w a s  removed. 
failure, rqweaented a greater escapement than that into other streams in 
the vicinity. 

On June 22 

Small negligible numbers entered, graduslly increaeing 
then a 

Tha 

The run from that time 

The 113p i n  this etream the current year, while almost a 

Walter J.Larson waa in charge of the weir work and patml at 
Anan Creek. 

sTREAMMAI&[Roo ****+ ***** 
A consistent plan of  stream nmr'ng is being carried out each 

yesr a d  all Bur- boats are  ane;aged i n  that work during the e a ~ l y  spring. 
Moat of the streams have been laarked but many we find mast be mrked each 
yea.r,.a in ~ a r i 0 u . s  cases the markers are removed or  destroyed for s o m  
unknown reason during the winter month. 

ALASKA FISEERY 11101PEtLfGRNOE SERVICE 
**ab******** ******+**** 

As in former years, the Bureau contimed t o  repart by telegrsph 
from Ketchlkan to all important points i n  Southeastern and Central AktSka 
regarding the prices of fresh fish. 
the halibut close season a8 only ~ l a s l l  quantities of fresh f ish are aold 
during that per fad. 

This semlce ma discontinuea during 



The salmn run i n  Southeast Alaska from a comaercial standpoint 
was a decided failure, 
Coast of Prfnce of Wales Dietrict ,  or South o f  Par. 57' X.S. 
salmon pack f o r  the year represented 

especially i n  the Wrangell, KetcMkanamd Weet 
The t o t a l  

1,032,968 Cases - 1927, against 
2,8C#,t14 Cases 1926 , 

or  about 37 per cent of the 1926 pack. 

The closing of the  season t o  all comnercial fishing by order dated 
Angust 27, on the rest coast of Prince of  Wales M s t r i c t  and i n  the 
Southern District, t o  al l  commercial fishing except by troll ing,  for the 
remainder of the calendar year, w a s  the  salvation of the  si tuation and 
permitted all possible escapement i n  accordance with the extent of  the nm. 

In checking q the  stream escapements i n  cooperation with responsible 
representatives from the canneries the various investigators were i n  accord 
as t o  the  advisability of th i s  ClO8~re and a11 agreed that if comercia1 
fiehing f o r  the l a t e  run were sanctioned that the escapement m u l d  have been 
pract ical ly  n i l  and therefore no ibture for the corresponding cycle. 
with the closures, the escapements were considered inadequate with few 
exceptions. It a lso  shoved a spotted escapement, that is, some stream6 
showed good seeding while others i n  the vicinity were poorly seeded. On the 
whole we feel that the escapement was extremely satisfactory and encouraging 
considering the extent of the xun. 

Even 

In Icy-Straits - Cross Sound Distr ic t ,  the run of salmon was l ight  
but steady unt i l  July 25, a f t e r  which it began gaining in  volume roaching 
its peak about August 3 or about two weeks l a t e r  than the previous year. !!!he 
final escapement was good. 

The Central M s t r i c t  had a poor escapement during the fishing season 
after which certain streams contained fair t o  good numbers. 
true on the  rest coast of Chichagof Island and stream8 in the wicinity of 
Salisbury Sound, Sitka and Per i l  Straits. 

This was especially 

In Wrangell and vicinity the 1927 salmon run as a whole is reported 
as the smallest on record; however, red and coho salmon were nearly on par with 
other years and king ealmaa were xmre rmmemue than for several years past. 

During the  peak of the king run the  white t ro l le re  called a strike 
demanding higher prices than previously agreed upon a d  d i r h t i n u e d  fishing 
for about three weeks. 
period and enjoyed unusual prosperity. The s t r ike  resulted in considerable 
loss  t o  both fishermen and packers. 
remitting iin a lower limit in  w e i & t  for mild c d  SIILM from 16 pound t o  
15 pound. 
condition also prevaildl  in parts of  the sontbm district and on the west 
coast of Prince of Wales Island. 

The native t r o l l e r s  continued fishfng t h r o e  this 

A compromlse was f inal ly  effected 

The prices on the ground were not materially clxmged. mis stan0 



. 
(Cant inued) **+****** **e****** 

In the southern and west coast of Prince of Wales Distr ic ts ,  the 
The reds comnerciaf. catch of pinks and chums was an absolute failure.  

however appeared nonnal. 

The runs of al l  speci88, except kings, were from three weeks to  a 
month late in appearing. 
was no extreme o r  good inrush of f i s h  in these areas. 
small o r  medium schools and with few exception8 the streanm contained 
insufficient nunibera for proper seeding. 

I n  sp i t e  of all reports t o  the contrary, there 
The salmon came i n  

Closing the season f ive  days early in Angust and prohibiting the 
re-opening of t h e  f a l l  season, has without doubt been the saving factor  
of - the whole escapement si tuat ion. 
the la te  mn of pinks and chums would have been serio-ii ly deyleted md 
streams robbed by t he  seiners. 

If l a t e  fishing had been permitted 

In swmariring the salmon run throughout Southeast Alaska, would  
state that there has been a n o m 1  rup of  reds and cohoes; an exception- 
a l l y  s o c l  run of kings, and aside iron! Yakutat and Icy Straits-Cross Souzd 
Dis t r ic t s ,  there has been an alarming shortage of pinks and a general 
shortage of chnme. 

BALIBUT FIsIiwy ******** 

me halibut industry was handicap& early i n  the season by heavy 
storms, which resulted i n  COns~derable damage t o  the halibut f l ee t .  
Considerable loss  o f  time was experienced durin$ the l a t t e r  part of  
September and early in October, due to the shortage of both frozen and 
fresh bait which naturally reduced production. 
brought t he i r  catches to  Seat t le  even when the difference i n  p r i c e  w a s  
smaller, due t o  the  fact that bait could be secured i n  qoantit ies sufficient 
f o r  t he i r  needs i n  the  vicinity of  Vancouver Island. 
feature  of the halibut fishery is the heavy increase in  the catch of 
chicken halibut. G r e a t  qtrantitie8 are brought in and with the price 
about half that of lT0.1 fish, consequent double production of chfckcm 
halibut is necessarg for  the same amomt of  f inancial  returns i n  comparison 

Some of  the la rger  boats 

One disturbing 

W i t h  190.1 Balibat. 

lpproxilnstely 1,500,OOO pounds of halibut came to  t h e  por t s  of 
Petersburg and Wmngell, of rhlch more than three-fourths were sold at 
Petersburg,with pr ices  as follows: 

beblvsry 16# to 
March 124 to 
April 124 to 
Mey 124 to  
June 114 to  
J a y  12*4 t o  
Augus t  llt t o  
September 12d to  

About 1,OOO,OOOponn8e were classed as No.1 
(12) 

I l k  
a# 
74 
8$ 
74 
?# 
79! 
7s 

and ~ , O O O  pounds ae 'chickene'. 



Deliveries at Sitka, up to  October 25, totaled 1,533,394 ponnde 
of halibut, graded as fo l lora :  

Fish weighing 10 t o  20 pounds 
tl 2 0 t o 4 0  ti 

It N 40 to  60 11 

60 t o  80 
a W 5 to 10 

360,541 poMds 
333,337 
276,333 m,m It 

N 

m 
W )I 

381,537 Chickens 
41.023 Whales W I 80 lbs  and up 
?0;75f: #2 Halibut (Grays and Scarred) 10 1b.and up 

1,533.39 
Prices ranged as follows: 

February 21 t o  March 21 - 12# t o  76 
March 21 t o  April 9 - 124 6d 
April 9 to  July 14 - ll& 64 

14 to  A w t  9 - 12d 64 
6$ 

July 
nuenst 9 to September 7 - 114 
September 7 t o  October 25 - 1W 66 

Xetchikan ahowe the fo l lowing  deliveries and prices through the eewon 
including September delfveries: 

CHICKlXS and LARGE 

Pounds Cost Price 

19,192 $1,924-73 -1004 

Average 

i s q , q a  1 ,7s6.79 A726 
lt36,lnO 1 E ,083.90 .079 
598,342 43.793.47 .a132 
640,170 45,717.a .On4 
k3,iso 27,4O8.58 ,0647 
416.3~9 25,003.90 -06 
208 k26 12 18. .062 

2,G5t571zi i&% .dt;scr 

Grand Total ... 7,221,481 pounde - $746,779.90 

The higbeet price paid for baliht i n  this port w a ~  on February 23 
when 21hd waa paid f o r  medinme and 1% f o r  chickens aad large. 
gradually reduced as larger quantities were landed- 

!L’he prices 



VESSELS ****** ******* 

Three Bureau boat8 operated i n  Southeast Alaska exclusively and three 
others part time during the current calendar year, as follows: 

lBeme of Boat Month Operate& How G r u i 8 i n g  Mil earn 

Widgeon 5 1 p 6 . 1 1  9,328 

Murre 6 628.50 5,021 

met 5 690.55 5,298 

Brant 8 1,525. 14.950 

Petrel  2 

The "Brant" cruised the greater portion of the season between Seatt le 
and Central Alaska, commencing March 9 and a f t e r  September 1 i t  was nsed 
exclusively i n  Southeast Alaska on an investigation of streams. 

The "Petrel" arrived i n  the Southeast District September 20 and i ts  
Its l a t e  arrival services were u t i l i z e d  there the remainder of the year. 

w a s  &e t o  delay i n  install ing the new engfne. 

The "Kittfwake~f was held i n  Southeast Alaska en route t o  Seatt le 
t o  assist in  stream survey along the West Coast o f  Prince of Wales Island 
from September 6 t o  October 26. (Report of these operations have been 
previously noted herein. ! 

SAmm ImmTEx 

CAEROEBIES 
****** *****+ 

*** 
!!!here were 60 canneries operating in Southeast Alaaka during the 

pset season. 
between the dates of September 5 ard October 15, namely: 

five of these canneries operated during the l a t e  f a l l  season 

Libby, McEeill and Libby, Taku Earbor 

Douglas Islard Packing Co. Dongla8 

Haines Packing Co. Litnikof Cove 

Diamond K Packing Compeny Hoonah  

Sebastian-Stuart Fish Company 'Pgee 



C A N H E R X E S  

(Cant imaed) 
+*.**** *****# 

!Phe follonimg lbt comprises canneriee apenitlag i n  this area 
through the current calendar year: 

]lamb 
7 

Alacka Oonuolidated banneries 

A h d m  Packera Association 

Beegls Packing campanf 

barnett Inlet Packing coo 

Deup Sen S-on Uompslvy 

Bhnmd X PacHng Co. (noator) 

lcetCh2kz4n 
/Bay o f  P i l l -  

(Operated by Libby McEefll & tibby”)Oeorge Inlet 

P. E. aarrir do Q0raPsa;t. JBsnt X d a t  

J maer 

y . b d  Bajr 
3% coo) 



J rpakrr Barbor 
Yakatat 

Hountain Polnt Packing Conrpany , h m g e l l  Bamm 

Pure lbod Fiah J ' X e t  C M h a n  
(Operated br Bakat Pa&%= aampsaa) 



Sea-Coast Packing Company Craig 

Sebastian Stuart Company Tsee 
J.L.Smiley & Coznpany Ketchikan 

Starr Collinson Packing Company Moira sound 

Straits Packing Company . skoul Ann 

'phe S t u a r t  Uorporation Ketchiknn 

Superior Fisheries Company Tenekee 

Tongass Packing Company (not operated) lV*t Inlet 
In l i t igat ion.  

W a r d e  Cove Packing Company l ? d e  Cove. 

c m  ammts ****** ****** 
The following changes i n  canneriee occurred during the year: 

Diamond X Packing Co., a new organization, operated 
with a floating cannery outf i t  at Wrangell f o r  the 
early run of f i s h  and trauaported t h e i r  cannery t o  
Hoonah f o r  fall fishing operations. 

Qeorge Inlet Packing Company(s plant at George Inlet 
w a s  leased and operated by Libby,XcNeill de Libby. 

Hood Bay Canning Company, a new organization, purchased 
and operated the cannery of t he  Hidden Inlet Canning Co. 
at Hood Bay. 

Independent Salmon Canneries,Inc., a new organization, 
operated a shore atat ion on the dock of the Ketchilcan 
I m n  Works at Xetchikm\. 

Far lilorth Fisheries Company, a new organization, 
purchased the floating cannery of the Stuart Corporation 
and operated at &&berg. 

Per i l  Straf te  Packing Company, a new orgsnization, took 
over the plant formerly occupied by the Douglas Fish Do. 
at Todd as a herring plant and operat ed it  as a salmon 
cannery the current year. 



+*e**** QAuB- 

(Cont inned 

nitworth Fiaheries Go. a new organization took over 
and operated the caMery of the Point Warde Fisheries 
Company at Point Wards. 

!Rs Ptlre Food Msh C o q a n y ~ e  plant at Ketchitcan was 
leased and operated by the Xakat Packing Corporation. 

Tongass Packing Company's plant at N a k a t  Inlet was 
not operated and is now i n  the hands o f  the Court. 

FRESH aad MILD CWED SALMON ****** *e***** ******* 

Fresh and mild cured operations for the current year were 
very successful due t o  the success of the t r o l l  fishermen, on whom 
th is  fishery depends. 
kings and coh088, the trollere were paid higher prices f o r  thew 
catches than ever before for the latter species mentioned and report 
as a whole a most successful season. 

Due t o  the scarcity of  fish, other than 

The pricea ranging in Wrangell a d  KetchUmn, which represent 
prevailing prices over the dis t r ic t ,  are as followat 

Wnth 

J€LU\raFg 
February 
March 
April 
May 
Jnne 
J d Y  
A W t  
Septeniber 
October 

W l W l E f 3  11 get chilsan 

20 .I) 10 
20 - 10 
1 8 -  8 
18 - 12 - 7 
18 - 10 - 5 
15 - 10 - 5 Biver fish 11 - 3 

A fl 1 5 - 1 3 - 4  6w 
28 - 10 - 6 Cohoes delivered 7W 25 .. g - 5 6w 

25-10-7 A 6w 

16 - 8 - 4 coho00 

a (I A 

Price8 paid, delivered 8t Xetchikan, w i l l  average jk higher on 
large red kinga, 2# higher on small reds, lb higher on whites and 
lO# each on cahoes. 



Bame 
E. M. Baese 

Booth Fisheries Company 

A t l a n t i c  and Pacific Packing 00. 

c. P. Bell 

Y Jack Bailey 

L. c. Berg 

Junesu Cold Storage C o w  

, Karl Ee1ni5sn 

Marlyn M8h company 

Sam MorrZs 

.I Bees Znsh caqany 

. Haw England Fish Company 

%win Ripley & Son 

Petemburg Co-eperative 0016 S t o w  

Ripley Moh C o m p m  

San Juan Pirhiag 6 Pscking Qamparay 

h l f o r d  liloley 

C .H.Tozier 

Wrsngell Ice & dold Storage Co. 

Washington Flab Q Oyster Co. (t.C.Berg) 

Ketchikrn Cold S t o w  Campan~r 

Jtumau 
Wrangell 

si tks 

get c h i h  

Wrangell 

Ket chihan 

Ketchilarn 
Pet ersburg 

Juneau 

Baker Island 
I ro r t  fiexaader 

Juneeu 

Petemtmrg 

etereburg 3; etch- 

Ketchilcan 

Pet ereburg 

Ketdlilean 

I 

B o O n a h  
Sitka 

Ketcafkaa 
B o O n s h  

B o O n d h  

Wrangell 

Wrangell 

setchilan 

Address 

June= 

Seattle 

Seattle 

W m u g  e l l  

Ketchikan 

Ketchilrsn 

Juneau 

Seattle 

Ket chf’kan 

SMwrtr 

Peteraburg 

EetCmkan 

Seat tls 

Pet ersburg 

Seattle 

I 

st  tlca 

KetcWkan 

Sitka 

Wrangell 

seat tle 

Ket chilran 



+***e** ***** 

Hame 

-' Atlant ic  & PacHic Packing Co. Ltd. 

Einstoss Company, 5. 

Karl men 

H*F.B* Ktu.th 

C .H.%tier 

c .  c .  ldunay 

yslford soley 

Marlyn Firah Company 

New England fish Company 

C. P. Bell 

H. R. Thbmpson 

Union Trading & Packing Company 

6 Fred schrey 

******** 

Plant 

Xetchigan 

Port Alexander 

Baker Island 
Pt .Alexander 

Wat erfall 

Crawfish Inlet 
Sitkoh Bay 
Sitka 
Hoonah 

Wrangell 

Sitka 
HoonEih 

K e t C h i l r a n  

looyes Island 
Peter sburg 
Ketchilcan 

Kake 

KetchU.nn 
& O n a h  
W q e l l  

Baranof Island 

Sitka 
BoOneh 

- 

SHlZL FISH 
+*******I .******** 

Addre00 

Se8ttle 

Seat t le  

Seat t le  

Seat t le  

Seat t le  

Wrangell 

si tka 

Ket chiksn 

K e t  chika;n 

Wrangell 

Ketchikan 

Ketch- 

Sea t t le  

-11 fish activities, comprising shrhp, crab ami clam, were 
confined to W q e l l ,  Petemburg and vicinity. The weals market, for 
ehrimp pmdmts forced a curtailmeat of operations. 
Sea Food Co. and The Relbsce Shrinp aompany produced pract ical ly  the 
entlre output. 
operations a few daya a f t e r  opening due t o  m k e t  conditions. 
450,000 pound8 w i l l  be the extent of the output this year o r  about p,OOO 

The Alaska Glacier 

The Wrangell Shellfish Company were forced t o  discontinue 
About 

unds l e s s  than in 1926. The price remained the same as l a e t  year - fp oct per pound. 



******P FI@******* 
(Cont imtd) 

Ludeman and Iaom Brothers of  Petereburg produced all of the 
crab meat packed i n  the d is t r ic t  and i t  i s  estimated that about 
14,000 pounds w i l l  represent the sea eon!^ pack. 
and shipped i n  f ive  pound cans. 
per  dozen and 4 per  pound for  picking. 

The meat is packed 
The price paid for  cmbs was 706 

L i s t  of Shell Fish Operatolr 

Alaska Sea Food Company Pet ersburg s h r i m p  

L u d m m  & Isom Brothers N Crabs 

Reliance Shrimp C o q a a y  Wrangell shrimps and crab 

-iw Wrangell Shell Fish Company a 

Mountain Point Packing Coo Wrangell N a r m e  Clams 

Propaganda, originating principally i n  Pet ersbuxg and Ketchikan, 

The argument ir 
re la t ive  t o  the elimination of herring reduction plants is being 
industriously circulated throughout Sou3heast Alaska. 
used that t h i r  process is destroying@the available supply of herring and 
consequently depleting the natural food fo r  king salmon on which the 
t m l l  fishennen and fresh and mild cure plant6 depend. 

The comparative condition8 between the last two years doe8 not 
bear aut this argument as i n  1926 when t r o l l  f ishing was a failure 
there was an abundance of herring and during the cwrent year when 
herring were scarce the t m l l  fishermen experienced one of  t he i r  best 
seaaon~. 

L i s t  of merat* Plants 

Plant 8 Address 

Amstem & Company Port Walter Seat t 1 e 

Harlne Producte Corporation K e t c h i b a n  A 

I Alaska Coneolidated Csnneriee Saginaw Bay 

a 
, Alaska Herring and Sardine Co. Port Walter 

Atlas Packing dorporat ion Deep Cove (am plaat ) Patterson Bas )I 

heken & Heinen Packing CO. Port Armstrong N 



*******+ +**+***** 
L i s t  of Operating Plants (Cont'd) 

- Bame 

Baranof Packing company 

Plant Addxers 

Red B l u f i  Bsg Seat t le  

S i tka  I 
rj Booth Ffsheries Co. 

I Chathaxn Strdts Fish Company 

1 H ~ g a  friend Packing Co. (Em Plant ) P i l l a r  Bay 

loerr Port Walter 

e l  

Olmderson & Company 

Killienoo f i sher ies  Inc. 

xetchlkan Kctchikan 

Killfsnoo san Francisco 

Marine Packing& Reduction do. Washington Bay LOB Angeles (salmon) 

National Fish Company Killisnoo Sea t t le  
Haod Bay 

less Fish Company Petemburg Petemburg 

' Borthwsstern Hsrring Co. Pt.Conclnsion Everett 

ocean Industries do. ( s .S .Pardta) Pt.ArDlstrong Seat t le  (gar vessel) 

Pet ersbarg By-Products Campany scar Bay Pet ersbarg 

Xetchikan Ketchikan P h l l l i p ~  E.1. 

Puget Sound Reduction Compsny Pt.AIma trow Seat t le  (Barge Ft.Unim) 

S. S.  Iake Miraflorea (blew veesel) " n Seat t l8  

S. 1. Songthagen DoUgl- Douglas 

llrangell Ice & Cold Storage Co. Wrangell U'rangell 

Storfold & clrandahl Packing Go. Washington Bay Seat t le  

Pt. Herbert Seat t le  
Warn Spring Bsy 

The K e t c h h  Fish Company operated f o r  f i l let ing and smoked fish productr. 



H A T C H E R I E S  ************** **********e*** 

!&e hatchery of the Xorthwestern Fisheries Company at Quadra 
was bspgcted and egg8 checked October 25. At  that time there were 
17,930,000 red sa3mon eggs in  course of Incubation. The station force 
continued taking eggs i n  good numbers and from the number of  fish on 
band there w i l l  be no difficnlty in filling their hatchery t o  capacity 
which is  approximately 20,000,000 e-. The hatchery and stock were 
i n  excellent condition. 

The Bureau hatchery at Y e 8  Bay wa8 visited on October 24- The 
station and grounds bad an exceptionally t idy  appearance and stock on 
hand, amount 20,000,000 red ealman eggs, were i n  first class condition. 

The Lorlng batcherg, formerly operated by the Alaska Packere 
Association, was diacontinued this year. 

Although the Territorial Fish C o d s s l o n  wan abolished by the 
Legislature last spring, certain Interests around Ketchikan contributed 
fund8 for the salary of a caretaker and t o  secure food for a d  reur a 
certain portion of reds and kinga to fingerling stage for nmrlcing and 
liberating purposes. 50.000 King. and 33,720 Eumpback salmon flngm- 
lings have been marked ana liberated- The mark consisted of the remOTal 
of ths adipose and dorsal fins. 

There are now on M about k0,OOO red ralman fingerlings, a 
portion of which will be marked and all liberatad later. 

lpollowing i s  a raport of  the T e e t o r i d  operations f o r  the 
carrcmt year: 

Where 
XO. Collected "0. Planted where Collected Planted 

Batchery Creek 
-- S a l t  Water Feeding 

r 

i pande. 
',31J.7 20 Fingerlinge xmrlced- Hatchery Credlr 
1,557,720 Total ~ 

0 OOO Flngerllnp Marked 
*. Total 



H A T C H E R I E S  
**********a**** **...****.***** 

(Contimid) 

The Territorial hatchery at SarraFd waa totally destroyed 
by firs March 9. 1927, togethar rith a31 utock on hsnd, representing 
3J64,oaO red sslsDp eggs partly hatched. 

Beqpectfnlly snbmittsd, 


